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Jennifer Brunner Ohio Secretary of State 

Responsibili7es of Ohio SOS: 

•  Overseeing elec7ons 

•  Registering organiza7ons to do business in Ohio 

•  Overseeing campaign finance repor7ng 

•  Administering notary public commission 

•  Licensing ministers 

•  Custodian of laws and resolu7ons passed by General 
Assembly 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Jennifer Brunner Ohio Secretary of State 

1.  Restore trust to Ohio elec7ons. 

2.  Ensure business filings are quick, efficient and easy to 
retrieve. 

3.  Protect Social Security numbers from public access. 

4.  Implement  “BeQer Lives, BeQer Ohio,” also known as a life 
quality index. 
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•  The process is par7san. 

•  No state rules for congressional districts; state rules for 
legisla7ve districts are minimal, do not limit poli7cal “games.” 

•  The focus for congressional and legisla7ve districts is par7san 
control, not a vibrant democracy. 

Jennifer Brunner Ohio Secretary of State 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•  Open the process to the public 

•  Rely on objec7ve rules that everyone follows 

•  Focus on the public interest, not poli7cal games 

Jennifer Brunner Ohio Secretary of State 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The goal of the Ohio Redistric7ng Compe77on 

was to demonstrate that an open process 

based on objec7ve criteria can produce fair 

legisla7ve districts in Ohio.  

Jennifer Brunner Ohio Secretary of State 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•  Anyone could submit a plan 

•  The soYware and training were free for par7cipants 

•  Every step of the process is transparent  

Jennifer Brunner Ohio Secretary of State 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•  Fourteen plans were submiQed by members of the public. 

•  Three plans were disqualified because they did not meet 
three threshold requirements that current plans must meet. 

•  Three plans were declared the winning plans based on the 
scoring criteria used in the compe77on. 

Jennifer Brunner Ohio Secretary of State 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•  A moderate split of likely district 
representa7on with 10 leaning 
Republican and 8 leaning Democra7c. 

•  12 of 18 Congressional Districts rated 
as compe77ve for either poli7cal 
party. 

•  8 county fragments, providing a high 
level of community preserva7on. 

•  Appropriately compact districts, 
providing districts that “look” fair.  

Jennifer Brunner Ohio Secretary of State 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•  An even split of likely district 
representa7on with 9 leaning 
Republican and 9 leaning Democra7c. 

•  10 of 18 Congressional Districts rated 
as compe77ve for either poli7cal 
party. 

•  7 county fragments, providing a high 
level of community preserva7on. 

•  Appropriately compact districts, 
providing districts that “look” fair.  

Jennifer Brunner Ohio Secretary of State 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•  An even split of likely district 
representa7on with 9 leaning 
Republican and 9 leaning Democra7c. 

•  11 of 18 Congressional Districts rated 
as compe77ve for either poli7cal 
party. 

•  20 county fragments, providing a 
moderate level of community 
preserva7on. 

•  Appropriately compact districts, 
providing districts that “look” fair.  

Jennifer Brunner Ohio Secretary of State 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•  A par7san split of likely district 
representa7on with 13 leaning 
Republican and 5 leaning Democra7c. 

•  7 of 18 Congressional Districts rated 
as compe77ve for either poli7cal 
party. 

•  44 county fragments, providing a low 
level of community preserva7on. 

•  Highly uncompact districts, crea7ng 
districts that do not “look” fair.  

Jennifer Brunner Ohio Secretary of State 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•  Even the worst‐scoring plan submiQed in the compe77on was 
quan7ta7vely fairer than the actual 2000 redistric7ng plan. 

•  The scoring criteria are extremely strong, making it very hard 
for anyone to create a winning plan that is biased for one 
party or another.  

•  The human touch in choosing among the best plans provides 
necessary, but limited, discre7on for the appor7onment 
board. 

Jennifer Brunner Ohio Secretary of State 


